
by LYDIA GADD

You’ve heard this before: 
Walking is great exercise, 
ESPECIALLY for seniors. 

We have known this for a long 
time. Hippocrates declared that 
“walking is man’s best medi-
cine.” Unfortunately, it doesn’t 
make it on our medication lists. 
Let’s face it, as we age, the urge 
to become sedentary increases 
and is accompanied by myriad 
health problems.

The good news is that 
people who start a regular 
walking program reap numer-
ous health benefits including: 
decreasing their blood pres-
sure, as well as their cholesterol, 
blood sugar and even stress and 

depression levels. Furthermore, 
a walking program improves 
oxygen to the body, provides for 
a healthier heart, improves bal-
ance and coordination, muscle 
strength, mobility, eliminates 
fluid build-up and helps fight 
weight gain. 

Taking a 10-minute walk 
can change your body chemis-
try enough to boost you out of a 
bad mood. Do any of these ben-
efits appeal to you? Of course 
they do. Who doesn’t want to 
feel better?

Perhaps you lack the moti-
vation to start? Well here’s your 
answer:

The Westlake Center for 
Community Services is once 
again participating in the UH St. 

John Medical Center Senior Well-
ness and Walking Challenge, and 
we are in urgent need of team 
members!  If you are over 50 and 
want to join our team, please do 
(you do not have to be a Westlake 
resident). Consider this your per-
sonal invitation.

This six-week program is 
free of charge. It begins and 
ends with health and wellness 
screenings at St. John Medi-
cal Center. Join our Westlake 
Senior Challenge Team by call-
ing 440-899-2544. You will then 
be asked to report to UH SJMC 
Auditorium B, Building 2, on 
Friday, June 2, anytime between 
9:00 a.m. and noon, and once 
again on July 7. 

The City of Westlake and 
University Hospitals St. 
John Medical Center are 

again joining forces to present 
the annual free Community Safety 
and Wellness Fair on Saturday, 
May 20, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. at the Westlake Recreation 
Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd.

The day begins with a flag cer-
emony and a color guard of military 
veterans and safety forces members 
in recognition of Armed Forces Day 
and to honor those who keep our 

communities safe and healthy. The 
flag to be presented was flown over 
the U.S. Capitol building with the 
assistance of U.S. Congressman Jim 
Renacci.

“Accidents, injuries, illnesses, 
and drug and alcohol abuse can 
have devastating consequences for 
individuals and their families. We 
remain committed to providing the 
best emergency and safety services 
to help those who are affected by 
them,” said Mayor Dennis Clough. 

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

Come celebrate the great 
outdoors at BAYarts on 
Saturday, May 20, 11 a.m.-3 

p.m. Vendors will be on the theme 
of bike and outdoor gear as well as 
wellness services. The event will 
feature live music, food and drinks. 

This marks the first year for the 
Bikes & Outdoor Festival, created 
after BAYarts board member Michael 
Gleydura suggested the event. 

Gleydura’s passion for cycles 
extends as a prominent theme he’s 

had throughout his life. “I’ve been 
riding bikes forever, and I was in 
the bike industry for a long time. 
It’s always been a passion of mine 
and part of me,” he said. More than 
that, “it’s a lifestyle and a feeling.”

As an avid cycler who gets out 
on his bike three to four times a 
week, he cites fun as the biggest 
motivation for bike lovers. “It’s the 
fun of exploring that makes you 
feel like a little kid, the same feel-
ing you get when you’re hiking in 
the woods.”  
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Clague Playhouse’s season 
wraps with satirical farce
by MAGGIE 
MCDERMOTT

Cl a g u e 
P l a y -
h o u s e 

will close its 
s e a s o n  w i t h 
“ I n c o r r u p t -
ible,  A Dark 
Comedy About 
the Dark Ages.” 
In this bawdy 
farce written 
b y  M i c h a e l 
Hollinger, the 
clever satire pokes gentle fun at 
a group of 13th century monks 
trying to survive by selling relics 

– bones of saints – to any church 
which will buy them. 

Robert Gibb as Brother Martin and Jeff Bartholomew 
as Jack in “Incorruptible, A Dark Comedy About the 
Dark Ages,” on stage now at Clague Playhouse.
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Westlake hosts free safety 
and wellness fair May 20

BAYarts rolls out Bikes 
& Outdoor Festival

 » See BAYARTS page 2

Join the senior walking challenge!

The Play in Bay play-
ground renovation proj-
ect came to an official 

close on May 13 with a grand 
reopening celebration. The 
Bay Village Foundation effort, 
which raised $100,000 in con-
tributions large and small from 
more than 350 donors, was 
designated as the 2017 Project 
of the Year by the Bay Village 
Community Council. 

A special ceremony 
during the celebration, 
emceed by Foundation board 
president Al Paulus and Com-
munity Council vice presi-
dent Jessica Breslin, honored 
the project as well as Evelyn 
Allen, the 2017 Citizen of the 
Year. Evelyn was recognized 
for her 40 years of volun-
teerism with many organiza-
tions in the community. 

Bay Village Mayor Paul 
Koomar and County Coun-
cilmember Nan Baker pre-
sented proclamations and 
State Rep. Dave Greenspan 
offered commendations to 
the honorees.

The celebration drew 
hundreds to the playground 
for an afternoon of face 
painting, balloon animals, 
hot dogs and ice cream. 

Project, Citizen of the Year honored 
at Play in Bay reopening

 » See PLAYHOUSE page 4  » See WALKING page 4

The Bay Village Community Council held a ceremony during the Play in Bay grand 
reopening celebration on May 13 to honor the playground renovation campaign 
as 2017 Project of the Year and Evelyn Allen as Citizen of the Year. Pictured, from 
left: Community Council treasurer Therese Koomar, president Tara Wendell and 
vice president Jessica Breslin; Play in Bay founding committee member Jim Potter; 
Mayor Paul Koomar; and Bay Village Foundation board vice president Rich Veres.        
See more photos at wbvobserver.com.
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 

community newspaper and website written by,  for 

and about the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  

providing perspectives and information about topics and 

events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 

Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 

the community through citizen participation of the 800+ 

community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 

residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village 

is encouraged to contribute. 
• Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources and list the 
photographer of photos.

• Don’t use stories to promote a business – that’s what 
ads are for.

• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 
wbvobserver.com.

• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics, content or the submission process. 
Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
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FAIR from front page

LAPTOPS       
from front page

Marie Marrali is first recipient 
of Chamber’s Hugh and 
Sandy Dawson Award

“However, if we can help prevent or 
reduce the impact of some of those inci-
dents, more people can enjoy a higher 
quality of life.”

“We have long appreciated the con-
tributions University Hospitals St. John 
Medical Center has made to the citizens 
of Westlake,” he continued. “The Com-
munity Safety and Wellness Fair was born 
out of their frequent collaborations with 
our Community Services and Recreation 
Departments on Westlake health proj-
ects. It is quickly becoming a valuable 
tool to bring City departments, our part-
ners in the city, and the public together 
to share information and provide fruit-
ful interaction that will have long-term 
benefits.”

Visitors arriving at the Westlake 
Recreation Center will be welcomed 
by Touch-a-Truck with emergency and 
service vehicles from the city’s police, 
fire and service departments, Patton’s 
Towing tow truck, and special displays. 
Their staff will be on hand to answer 
questions and give out printed materials 
and surprises for the children. The SWAT 
Team and bomb squad may be available. 
The University Hospitals Medivac heli-
copter will land at 12:30 p.m., weather 
permitting. Also, Weber’s Premium Cus-
tard & Ice Cream will offer old-fashioned 
ice cream.

The screenings, live demonstration, 
exhibitors and children’s activities all 
take place inside the recreation center.

“University Hospitals St. John Medi-
cal Center is dedicated to make sure that 
the communities we serve have access to 
health screenings and information that 
can keep them safe and healthy. We are 
here for ALL community members, not 
just the patients within our hospital,” 
said Paul Forthofer, Manager of Com-
munity Outreach at UH SJMC. “There 
will be information and activities for all 
ages. Our focus is on increasing personal 
safety and wellness while also increasing 
the visibility of health and safety resourc-
es. We love our community and we look 
forward to seeing you all on Saturday, 
May 20.”

UH SJMC nurses and other health 
professionals will conduct biometric 

health screenings and cancer screenings 
in the community rooms. Among the 
screenings offered are blood pressure, 
bone density, cholesterol, BMI, glucose, 
oral cancer, skin cancer, and speech and 
hearing. In the gym, other health pro-
fessionals will provide information on 
radon education and awareness, respira-
tory, cardiac and women’s health, ticks 
and Lyme disease, and more. They will 
also answer questions raised by the giant 
inflatable colon and learn about diges-
tive health.

Live demonstrations in the gym 
range from how to use a fire extinguish-
er, life jacket and nautical safety, fitness 
evaluation, Emergency 911 calls, and the 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 
Simulator to Ohio Search and Rescue 
dogs, University Hospitals Pet Pals ther-
apy dogs, and the Cleveland Metroparks 
K-9 Unit. The Cleveland Browns’ Chomps 
and Westlake PD’s Safety Pup will greet 
children of all ages.

More than 60 exhibitors are expect-
ed to share their expertise on a variety of 
topics. Additional UH SJMC staff mem-
bers from various departments and rep-
resentatives from the City of Westlake’s 
community services, fire, police, recre-
ation and service departments will be on 
hand. UH Emergency Medical Services 
will distribute free smoke detectors, one 
per household while quantities last.

Other exhibitors include the 
Alzheimer’s Association, Collaborative 
to End Human Trafficking, Cuyahoga 
County Board of Health, Fin, Feather 
and Fur (Outdoor Safety), Home Depot 
(DIY Safety), Rite Aid (Prescription Safety 
and Diabetes Management Equipment), 
Library for the Blind, Massage Heights 
(Chair Massage), Robeks Fresh Juices 
& Smoothies, The Gathering Place, UH 
Sports Institute, Westlake Porter Public 
Library, Whole Foods Market (Organic 
and Chemical Free), YMCA (Pre-Diabe-
tes) and many more.

Families will find many opportuni-
ties to engage even young children at the 
fair in healthy living habits while having 
lots of fun. In addition to Touch-a-Truck, 
dogs who are trained for different roles, 
and visiting with Chomps and Safety Pup 
mentioned above, they can give teddy 
bears wellness and health check-ups at 
University Hospital’s Rainbow Babies 

and Children’s Hospital’s Teddy Bear 
Clinic. They can put out a fire during the 
fire extinguisher simulation. DJ Easy will 
provide the musical entertainment and 
get them dancing. The inflatable bounce 
house and slide will keep them moving. 
Yoga for Kids will teach basic techniques.

Attendees are encouraged to use the 
fair’s hashtag, #WestlakeSafetyFair, to 
share what they have learned or enjoyed 
most. For a complete list of exhibitors, 
subject to change, and more details can 
be found at www.cityofwestlake.org/
safety-fair. 

Pam Mills, who heads up special 
projects at BAYarts, says she’s excited 
to help show all the Cleveland area 
has to offer for wellness, sports, 
body, soul and art. Mills has been 
busy lining up new vendors for this 
event, reaching out all over Cleve-
land. “There will be cycles, camping 
and fishing people, runners, rowing, 
yoga demo’s...” she explained about 
the plans for the big day.

After taking sessions of the 
BAYarts Writer’s Salon with Susan 
Mangan, Mark Looney wrote and 
published a book called “A Path 
Through Ohio.” He will be there with 
his cycling-based book about rides 
through the great state. 

And perhaps there is no more 
lovelier spot alongside Lake Erie than 
BAYarts and Huntington Beach. 

Gleydura cites the location of 
BAYarts as one of the other perfect 
reasons for the event’s creation. 
“The location is a big part of it. 
You’re in the Metroparks, you have 
this beautiful nature reserve, you 
have all this cool art, murals, hand-
made furniture and the lake breeze 
... it all feels natural and good when 
you’re up here.”

So come be a part of the day, 
which starts (rain or shine) at 11 a.m., 
and goes until 3 p.m. Ride your bike, 
or enjoy free parking. This is a free 
event to attend, and friendly dogs are 
welcome. 

BAYARTS             
from front page

by TAMMY BERTRAND

LaCentre was the host of 
the West Shore Cham-
ber of Commerce’s May 

luncheon and award presen-
tation. Longtime chamber 
member, Marie Marrali of 
First Federal of Lakewood, 
was the guest of honor for 
this event and winner of the 
first annual Hugh and Sandy 
Dawson Award. 

Hugh Dawson, one of the 
founders of the West Shore 
Chamber, was honored after 
his passing with the Hugh 

Dawson Award, given 
to the most outstand-
ing chamber member 
of the year. With the 
recent passing of his 
wife, Sandy, who ran the 
chamber office for over 
30 years, her name has 
now been added to the 
honorary award.

As a surprise for the 
guest of honor, Elvis (or 
someone who looked 
just like him) surprised 
her with a serenade of 
some of her favorite songs. 
Westlake Mayor Dennis 

Clough also presented Mar-
rali with a proclamation and 

designated May 9 as Marie 
Marrali Day in Westlake. 

Mayor Dennis Clough, Marie Marrali and John Sobolewski, 
executive director of the West Shore Chamber.

WEST SHORE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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The Bay Village American Legion, 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
the Viet Nam Veterans will cel-

ebrate Memorial Day with the annual 
parade on Lake Road on Monday, 
May 29. Starting from the Huntington 
Reservation parking lot at 8:45 a.m., 
the parade will travel west to Lakeside 
Cemetery, where Bay United Method-
ist pastor Rev. Jonathon McClerry will 
offer an opening prayer and deliver his 
Memorial Day Homily.

VFW Vice-Commander Jack Stewart 
will read the names of the veterans from 
the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, 
the Civil War, the Spanish-American War 
and World War I, buried at the cemetery 
and members of the Bluebirds will place 
flowers on the graves of the veterans. The 
Legion Rifle Squad will offer a 21-gun 
salute. Taps and “The Star Spangled 
Banner” will be played by the Bay High 
School band, under the direction of Mr. 
Darren Allen; following there will be a 
release of white doves. Rev. McClerry will 
then offer benediction and the parade 
will proceed east to the Gazebo.

At the Gazebo, Legion Past Com-
mander Jim Potter will welcome guests 
and introduce Bay Village Mayor Paul 
Koomar who will introduce the mem-
bers of City Council, the school board 
and the chiefs of police and fire. Legion 
and Kiwanis delegates for the Buckeye 
Boys and Girls State programs will then 

be introduced as well as the VFW Voice of 
Democracy and Military Grant winners. 

Patrick McLaughlin, the 2012 Out-
standing Veteran of the Year in Cuyahoga 
County, will deliver the Memorial Day 
official address. Mr. Potter will then read 
the names of the veterans who made the 
supreme sacrifice of their lives for our 
country from World War II, the Korean 
War and the Viet Nam War. The Legion 
will salute the dead with a 21-gun salute. 
Taps will then be sounded and the Bay 
Middle School band will play “The Star 
Spangled Banner.” Pastor McClerry will 
close the ceremony with a benediction.

All are asked to remain to hear patri-
otic music provided by the Bay Middle 
School band under the direction of Mr. 
Mark Awad. 

Memorial Day to be celebrated in 
Bay with ceremony and  parade

Girls Scouts place flowers on the 
graves of veterans during the 2016 
ceremony at Lakeside Cemetery. 
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The problem is they don’t have 
enough dead saints to go around, 
so they become quite innovative in 
order to continue their business. 
The story is set in a monastery in 
Priseaux, France, and has monks, a 
one-eyed minstrel, a nun, a young 
woman and her pesky mother – not 
to mention lots of dead bones!

Directed by Tyson Douglas 
Rand, the comedy features a tal-
ented cast of actors including Jeff 
Bartholomew, Marthan M. Brown, 
Emmy Cohen, Charles Cover, 
Richie Lynch, Robert Gibb, Meg 
Parish and Dan Sekanic.

The show runs through June 
4, with performances Thursdays 
through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2 p.m.

For information and tickets 
please visit the website at: clague-
playhouse.org or call the box 
office at 440-331-0403. 

PLAYHOUSE               
from front page

by DIANA PI, M.D.

A patient of mine said this about mari-
juana and his Tourette Syndrome: 
“The only drug that’s worked!”

I believe him.
Medical marijuana is now legal in most 

states, including Ohio. A physician cannot 
“prescribe” marijuana – it’s a federal crime. 
Marijuana is a Schedule 1 drug, same as 
heroin or ecstasy, with “high potential for 
abuse” and “no currently accepted medi-
cal use.” But for a patient to buy marijuana 
legally, the state requires a “recommenda-
tion from a certified physician.”

I’ve got two questions.
1. Is marijuana Schedule-1 bad?
My answer: no. Alcohol and cigarettes 

aren’t all bad either. Moderate drinkers may 
have better heart health than non-drinkers. 
Smokers have lower incidence of ulcerative 
colitis, a form of inflammatory bowel dis-

ease, than non-smokers.
But I don’t “recommend” alcohol for 

heart health or smoking for gut health for 
a simple reason: the risks far outweigh the 
benefits.

2. What’s working: the magic dragon 
or the magic pill?

While our relationship with marijuana 
predates Buddha, its medical benefits are 
a mutton stew of yet-to-be-proven claims. 
The more established therapeutic benefits 
are modest: AIDS wasting, nausea induced 
by chemotherapy, and others.

But more than half of U.S. adults have 
tried pot and 20 percent have used it at 
least once or twice in the past year, accord-
ing to an April survey from Yahoo News 
and Marist University. It’s not risk-free just 
because nobody dies of an overdose. Acute 
intoxication and withdrawal can occur. 
Infants exposed to marijuana during 
pregnancy can have persistent cognitive 
issues. Teens who are regular users can 
have decreased memory, attention (where 
marijuana hits the brain the hardest), and 
IQ. Smoking impairs lung function. It’s 
addictive. The thing about addiction: One 
can handle it, until one can’t. 

Each year more kids think marijuana 
is safe. Studies show that on college cam-
puses there are now more pot users than 
cigarette smokers. Despite Attorney Gen-

eral Jeff Sessions’ warning about selling 
marijuana “at every corner grocery store,” 
I believe marijuana will eventually be 
decriminalized, driven by the same forces 
that brought down Prohibition.

My concern is when I recommend 
medical marijuana without fully under-
standing what’s at work, I add a dose of 
safety, trust and science that’s misleading 
and premature. I become a bureaucratic 
Band-Aid.

In California, Ryan Mac, a Forbes 
reporter, wrote a humorous account, “I 
got a marijuana prescription and pot in 
minutes without leaving my couch,” by 
using an app. The online physician consul-
tation for his wrist pain took three minutes 
and cost $25.

In 2015, 23 Michigan physicians cer-
tified more than half of the state’s new 
marijuana applicants, according to a state 
audit; one of them certified 11,810 medical 
marijuana applicants, 14 percent of the 
state’s total applicants.

This September, the Ohio State Medi-
cal Board starts a process to certify physi-
cians in preparation for the rollout next 
year. I’m opting out. 

But in the back of my head, I can 
still hear the words of my patient with 
Tourette’s: “Whatever you say, Doc, I know 
what works for me.” 

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

Recommending 
marijuana not 
high on my list

RIGHT: A water stop 
at the 2-mile mark of 
the Hermes Westlake 
Spring Fever Run.

Schedule your personal tour today.

(440) 937-0757 
www.roseseniorliving.com

Now 
Open!

33200 Health Campus Boulevard  
Avon, Ohio 44011

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Memory Care

Premium care.  
Luxurious comfort.

Enjoy resort-style senior living  
right here at home.

You will have your cholesterol, 
blood glucose, blood pressure, BMI 
and waist circumference measured. 
After that, things are looking up! 

A pedometer will be provided to 
you for step-tracking (you will report 
the total number at the end of the six 
weeks). If you have a little time, you 
can also stay and warm-up with a 
physical therapist and take an inau-
gural group-walk around the hos-
pital campus track. Opportunities 
to hear other health presentations 
within this six-week period will be 
announced, although attendance is 
not a team requirement.

The program ends with an 
awards ceremony and luncheon. 
Prizes will be awarded for those 
who take the most steps as well as 
most improved biometric results. 
The real prize, however, is in know-
ing that you have created a positive 
habit and have walked your way to 
a healthier you! 

What are you waiting for? If 
you have questions, or want to join 
the team, call 440-899-3544. Put 
your best foot forward and walk 
for life! 

WALKING               
from front page

by DIANE FRYE

Are you looking for a great reason to 
gather your friends, family or co-
workers of all ages and abilities for a 

pleasant morning bike ride? Wouldn’t you 
love to enjoy each other’s company while 
stretching your muscles, feeling the fresh 
air in your lungs and taking in the sights 
and sounds of an early summer Saturday?

You can have this kind of fun and, 
at the same time, help to support Village 
Project, a very worthy local organization, 
in its mission to provide nourishing meals 
and extended care and service to local 
families experiencing cancer.

The fourth annual Project Pedal 
charitable bike ride will be held on Sat-
urday, June 17, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
The event begins and ends at Bay Middle 
School, 27725 Wolf Road.

There are five routes to choose from:
Pea Pod Pedal (100 yards) is for 

two- and three-year-olds on trikes and 

big wheels. Registration fee: $10.
Sprout Route (400 yards) is for 

children six years and under on two-
wheelers, with or without training wheels. 
Registration fee: $15.

Cucumber Course (6 miles) is for 
all ages. The route travels primarily side 
streets with a rest stop at Village Project 
headquarters. Parental supervision is 
suggested for young riders. Registration 
fee: $25.

Kale Trail (15 miles) is for interme-
diate riders of all ages. The route travels 
through Bay Village. Rest stops will be at 
Village Project, Clague Park and Bradley 
Park. Sidewalks are available throughout 
the ride. Parental supervision is suggested 
for young riders. Registration fee: $30.

Artichoke Adventure (35 miles) 
is for more experienced riders of all 
ages. The route travels through Bay Vil-
lage, Avon Lake, Westlake and Sheffield 
Lake. Rest stops again will be at Village 
Project, Clague Park and Bradley Park in 

Bay Village. New this year will be a rest 
stop at Buffalo Wild Wings in Avon Lake, 
with beer and wings available by 10:30 
a.m. Much of the ride will take place on 
well-traveled roads such as Lake, Bradley, 
Walker and Hilliard. Registration fee: $40.

Route maps for each ride are avail-
able on the Village Project website, ourvil-
lageproject.com/projectpedal.

Registering for Project Pedal is easy. 
Register directly online or download a 
form from the Village Project website. 
Registration forms also may be picked 
up at Village Project headquarters, 27378 
W. Oviatt Road in Bay Village. Riders 
registered by June 7 will receive a Village 
Project drawstring bag, course maps, SAG 
support, refreshments, rest stops and a 
free T-shirt. Those registering after June 
7 will pay an extra $5 per registration and 
will not receive a free T-shirt.

Join in some healthy competition 
and help support Village Project by rais-
ing funds in addition to the registration 
fee. Compete individually or as a team to 
raise the most for this deserving service 
organization and win a prize.

Visit ourvillageproject.com or call 
440-348-9401 for more information. 

Project Pedal returns to benefit 
Village Project on June 17
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Register Now
Classes begin May 30, June 12 and July 3

Where futures begin SM

www.tri-c.edu/summer

17-1176

Tri-C has the lowest tuition in Northeast Ohio so you can earn college  
credits and save money this summer. Credits transfer seamlessly to  
four-year colleges and universities.

Be SMART
for SUMMER

WITH GENERAC AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

GeneratorPros
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

SPRING STORMS = NO POWER

YOU CAN CONTROL WHEN YOUR
POWER COMES ON!

“Area’s
Leading” GENERAC “ELITE POWER PRO” Warranty Dealer & Installer!

“Over 1,400 Systems Installed!”

UNITS IN STOCK NOW! 
INSTALLATION IN ONE DAY!!

 www.GeneratorPros.com

GeneratorPros.com
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

877-423-9010

Area’s Leading and Only

Family Owned & Operated Dealer

America’s #1 Selling Generator

HOME or BUSINESS 
Standby Generator Systems
for AUTOMATIC BACKUP 

POWER PROTECTION
24 hours a day / 7 days a week
PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 

on Natural Gas or Propane

“OVER 3,500 Systems Installed!”

30 years Experience
               “Do what I did 

               and call 
Generac’s ONLY Family 
owned and operated 
Dealer for 30 Years”

                  Don Webster

A+

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

According to “The Lakewood Story” by Margaret 
Manor Butler, the last mayor of the hamlet 
of Lakewood, J.J. Rowe, when discussing his 

administration which was in place from 1902 to 1905, 
listed as his first accomplishments: “We abolished the 
old plank road on Detroit, that was laid before the 
Civil War … [and] abolished the tollgate at Warren 
Road and Detroit Avenue.”

Hadsell and Rutherford’s “History and Civics 
of Dover Village” states that Detroit Road in Dover 
(Westlake) was first paved with brick in 1908. There 
is a little patch of brick paving still visible if you know 
where to look for it.

Part II of this series focused on the bridges which 
historically carried the Detroit Road over the Rocky 
River. It concluded with how the old downtown area 
of Rocky River was saved by introducing a sweeping 
curve in Detroit Road around it. Evidence of another 
relocation of Detroit Road can be found in Westlake 
just east of the intersection of Cahoon and Detroit 
roads. What is now an exit drive and area to display 
nursery stock in Cahoon Nursery was once the bridge 
that carried Detroit Road over Cahoon Creek. The 
brick surface is still visible on the 
bridge.

Dover Village meeting minutes 
include a reference to the proposed 
straightening of Detroit Road in 
1914. It is not clear exactly when 
the road was straightened but it 
was many years ago! If you want to 
see a little bit of Westlake history 
and support a locally owned busi-
ness this spring you can check out 
the bridge while purchasing some 
posies for your yard. 

The history of Detroit Road, Part IV: Straightening the curve
WESTLAKE HISTORY

The old Detroit Road bridge over Cahoon 
Creek, just east of Cahoon Road, as seen from 
the Detroit Road sidewalk. 
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The brick surface of the old Detroit Road bridge can be 
seen in the exit drive for Cahoon Nursery. The bridge 
was abandoned when the road was rerouted to eliminate 
a curve.

A map from the 1927 Hopkins Plat Book 
shows a curve in Detroit Road at Cahoon 
before it was straightened.

LEFT: Mr. and Mrs. 
James May in early 
Dover automobile in 
front of their home, 
which until recently 
stood at the northeast 
corner of Canterbury 
and Detroit roads. 
Notice the roadway is 
neither planked nor 
bricked so it probably 
dates from 1905 to 1908.PO
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888-529-6723
www.whygoodnature.com

by KIM BONVISSUTO

Westlake High School 
senior Mary DeFeo 
won a Gold Key for 

a creative writing piece, and 
senior Jace Lee won two Gold 
Keys for artwork in the Scholas-
tic Art & Writing Awards. Gold 
Keys are the highest award in 
the regional level of the com-
petition. Winning works are 
automatically considered for 
national-level recognition.

Earning Silver Keys 
are WHS junior Katherine 
Mazzella and seniors Mary 
DeFeo, Julia Kiss and Sneha 
Ramachandran.

Honorable mentions were 
earned by seniors Sara Massa 
and Ashley Crise; juniors Kath-

erine Mazzella, Patrick Lee and 
Madelyne Dunn; and sopho-
more Howard Duangkla.

This year, more than 
330,000 works of art and writ-
ing were submitted to 118 affili-
ate regions across the country. 
In this region, nearly 10,000 
pieces were submitted.

Presented by the Alliance 
for Young Artists & Writers, the 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards 
program is the nation’s longest-
running, largest and most pres-
tigious recognition program for 
creative teens. Over the past 90 
years the awards have recog-
nized and encouraged artists 
and writers such as Sylvia Plath, 
Andy Warhol, Truman Capote, 
Robert Redford, Tom Otterness 
and Zac Posen. 

WHS students earn Gold 
Keys in art, writing awards

Jace Lee

Mary DeFeo

VFW scholarship 
winners visit veterans
by FRED GREEN

At the April and May VFW 
meetings, the winners 
of the 2017 Voice of 

Democracy (VOD) and the first 
recipients of the VFW Military 
Grant stopped by to greet our 
members and present their 
winning essays. VOD is a local, 
state and national competi-
tion. The Military Grant is a 
first-time award directed at 

high school seniors going on 
to a military and college career. 
The 2018 awards will expand to 
include Westlake schools.

While no entries were 
received for the middle 
school “Patriot’s Pen” essay 
contest this year, we hope to 
receive essays from Westlake 
and Bay high schools and 
middle schools next year. 
There are three prizes for 
each competition. 

The winners of the Voice of Democracy contest 
visited with veterans in April. From left: VFW Sr. Vice 
Commander John Stewart, VOD contest second-place 
winner Sarah Brumagin, first-place winner Carolyn Carter, 
and BHS teacher Colleen Lanning.

The recipients of the VFW’s Military Grant visited with 
veterans in May. From left: Staff Sergeant Greynolds 
USMC, VFW Military Grant chairman Ed Horvath, second-
place winner Ethan Smith, first-place winner John 
McLaughlin, VFW Cmdr. Fred Green, and John’s mother, 
Rebecca McLaughlin.

by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

Following four years of 
fundraising, the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council 

initiated the awarding of schol-
arships to Westshore graduating 
seniors planning to pursue stud-
ies in art-related fields. Samantha 
Ann Illius from Westlake High 
School and Leah Borzak from 
North Olmsted High School each 
received a $500 scholarship from 
the WWAC.

Illius, who earned a 4.6 
high school grade point aver-
age, will attend Baldwin Wallace 
University this fall, majoring in 
creative writing and theater, 
with a minor in French. In 
her recommendation of Illius, 
Westlake High School English 
teacher Kimberly Sullivan said, 
“Anything Samantha does, it is 
to the best of her ability. She 
never hesitates to do more than 
what is asked of her.” 

Borzak will pursue the 
study of visual arts at Kent State 
University this fall, majoring in 

art education and studio arts. 
North Olmsted art teacher Mat-
thew Mohrbach noted Borzak’s 
“high level of commitment, 
ambition and positive attitude” 
in her pursuit of her goals. 
“Leah consistently goes above 
and beyond the requirement for 
each project,” he noted in his 
recommendation.

In creating its Scholarship 
Fund, the WWAC’s intent is to 
generate sufficient funds to 
annually award scholarships 
to Westshore area graduating 
seniors, whose interests lie in the 
arts. Patt Long, WWAC past presi-
dent and current board member, 

said the goal is to have 
a growing fund that will 
support an increase in 
the number and size of 
scholarships.

Activation of its 
scholarship awards 
adds to a generous 
list of gifts the WWAC 
has provided without 
charge to the Wests-
hore community in 

the 33 years since its founding. 
That list includes: commission-
ing and installation of public art; 
sponsorship of free and multi-
faceted art programs for all ages; 
providing prizes for school art 
shows; supporting programs for 
children on Presidents Day at 
Porter Library: establishing the 
annual COFA Juried Art Show 
(18th year); and offering the 
FYI: Opera series (26 years). The 
WWAC, a completely volunteer 
organization, accomplishes all 
of the above and more, through 
the efforts of individuals who 
recognize the enrichment of a 
community benefits all. 

WWAC launches scholarship awards

Samantha Ann 
Illius, Westlake 
High School 
senior

Leah Borzak, 
North Olmsted 
High School 
senior
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Happy May, everyone! This is a 
reprise of a column I wrote last 
year, and I wanted to re-run it 

because I think the information is so 
important – now more than ever with 
the health of our amazing Lake Erie being 
threatened. Please read it and encourage 
your friends and family to avoid lawn 
fertilizers!

Weed-free, lush, green lawns. Many 
people strive for this; I tell my kids not to 
play on them. Why? I have many reasons for 
avoiding “perfect” lawns. Lawn perfection 
typically comes at a high cost. A cost to Lake 
Erie, a cost to wild animals and a cost to our 
health. It is estimated that more than a bil-
lion pounds of pesticides and herbicides are 
used by homeowners in the United States 
each year.

When chemical fertilizer is applied to 
lawns, the excess nutrients are carried away 
by rain waters into Lake Erie. Chemical fer-
tilizers, pesticides and herbicides contain 
nitrogen, and when too much nitrogen 
(and phosphorus) get into the lake, it causes 
an imbalance, which can trigger an algae 
bloom. This is the cause of the toxic algae 
blooms we see in Lake Erie in the summer, 
especially in the western Lake Erie basin.

The microcystin algae is not just 
gross looking and smelly, it is highly toxic 
to humans. When swallowed, it can cause 
nausea, fever, stomach pain and severe 
headaches. Further, when the algae die, they 
sink to the bottom of the lake, and decom-
pose in a way that removes oxygen from 
the water, creating “dead zones” in which 
fish and other aquatic species can’t survive. 
In 2014 the bloom was so severe, Toledo 
declared a water ban, warning residents not 
to drink the water even when boiled.

Seven million birds die a year from 
exposure to residential lawn chemicals. 
Seven million. When I think about that 
number, it blows my mind, and then I think, 
if it’s killing seven million birds a year, why 
would we ever think it’s not slowly killing us? 
Turns out, those chemicals are very danger-
ous to human health and most likely are 
killing us too.

The dangers of synthetic pesticide use 
have been known for decades. The National 

Coalition for Pesticide Free Lawns reports 
that of 30 commonly used lawn pesticides, 
19 are linked with cancer or carcinogenc-
ity, 13 are linked with birth defects, 21 with 
reproductive effects, 26 with liver or kidney 
damage, 15 with neurotoxicity, and 11 with 
disruption of the endocrine (hormonal) 
system. Pesticides have also been linked 
to attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) in children. YIKES!

Poisons from lawn chemicals are 
absorbed through the skin, by the mouth, or 
by breathing sprays, dusts, or vapors. If you 
or your children are present during lawn 
chemical application, you can be poisoned. 
If you walk on contaminated grass, your 
shoes and clothing can become contami-
nated, and risk bringing it into your home. 
The same goes for dogs and cats – if they 
walk on contaminated grass not only can 
they become poisoned themselves, but they 
can then bring the chemicals inside your 
home on their paws.

Children are at a much higher risk of 
poisoning because they are much more 
likely to put their hands in their mouths as 
they play on the grass with pesticide pow-
ders and granules. Children and pets are 
at higher risk for health effects from expo-
sure to pesticides than adults because 
their internal organs are still developing 
and maturing. The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC), in a 
study of 9,282 people nationwide, found 
pesticides in 100 percent of the people 
who had both blood and urine tested. The 
average person carried 13 of 23 pesticides 
tested.

Please do not think that when lawn 
chemicals have dried that they are safe. 
They’re not. Lawn chemicals can remain 
active from one month to a year.

Okay, I know you’re waiting for some 
good news, and I have some! Use organic 
lawn treatments. There is no reason you 
can’t obtain a weed-free, healthy lawn using 
safe alternatives to chemicals. A simple 
“organic lawn care” Google search brings 
up lots of how-to websites, including one 
titled “Organic Lawn Care for the Cheap and 
Lazy” (http://www.richsoil.com/lawn-care.
jsp). That sounds good to me!

However, my family takes the EVEN 
lazier approach by hiring Good Nature 
Organic Lawn Care to service our yard. 
They do a wonderful job keeping our lawn 
healthy. I am also proud of the clovers and 
other scarce weeds I find. It means that I’m 
doing my best to keep my family healthy! 
And I tell my kids when they see those little 
signs that say “chemical lawn application” 
to steer way clear and to avoid those lawns 
in general whenever possible. 

Green lawns 
are not so 
‘green’

THE GREEN REPORT

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

New patients Welcome!
Emergencies Welcome!

Offering exceptional care for you and your family.
Call us for an appointment today. Professional 

Whitening or 
$50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant Eagle 
with new patient exam 

and x-rays

by MARY KAY MCLEAN

In its 100th anniversary year, the 
Bay Village Women’s Club Foun-
dation has surpassed $500,000 

total in scholarships awarded to Bay 
High School graduating seniors since 
1936. There are nine current seniors 
this year receiving $2,500 each toward 
tuition at their chosen university in 
2017. They are Sarah Brumagin, Alisa 
Busuladzic, Laura Colagiovanni, 
Maxton Edgerly, Paige Fisher, Nicho-
las Loufman, Abby Lindway, Emily 
Taylor and Calvin Mihal. All are mem-
bers of the National Honor Society.

Sarah Brumagin will be attend-
ing Lipscomb University, majoring in 
musical theatre. She has been presi-
dent of Thespians at Bay High School 
as well as captain of the tennis team. 
She sings in both Show Choir and A 
Capella Choir.

Alisa Busuladzic will study 
business and health sciences at the 
University of Cincinnati. She is the 
Key Club vice-president and was 
chairperson of the American Heart 
Association Walk.

Laura Colagiovanni will be going 
to The Ohio State University in the 
fall to major in public affairs. She is 
involved in Key Club, A Capella Choir, 
and the yearbook staff at Bay High 
School.

Maxton Edgerly will attend col-
lege at Cornell University where his 

academic major will be civil engineer-
ing. At Bay High School, Maxton was 
captain of the football team and a 
wrestler for four years.

Business will be the major of 
Paige Fisher at Loyola University. 
Her athletic activities include soccer, 
swimming team and the Cleve-
land Rowing Team. She is an active 
member of Key Club.

Nick Loufman’s academic major 
is chemistry at The Ohio State Uni-
versity. He is president of Key Club 
and involved in Thespians, PAL, Cho-
raleers and A Capella Choir.

Psychology will be the field of 
study for Abby Lindway, who is going 
to Eastern Michigan University. Abby 
is a cross country runner and belongs 
to PAL which engages special edu-
cation students in activities within 
school.

Emily Taylor was accepted into 
George Mason University and her 
academic major will be Russian stud-
ies. She is a member of Thespians, is 
on the cross country team and is the 
Key Club webmaster.

The major of Calvin Mihal is pre-
med at the University of Kentucky. He 
does service as a member of Key Club 
and has run varsity track.

The scholarship recipients will 
receive Certificates of Merit at the 
Kiwanis Academic Awards program 
on May 30 from the Bay Village 
Women’s Club. 

Bay Women’s Club 
awards scholarships
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Bay Village Women’s Club Foundation 2017 scholarship recipients, 
from left: (back row) Nicholas Loufman, Sarah Brumagin, Abby 
Lindway, Alisa Busaladzic, Calvin Mihal; (front row) Emily Taylor, 
Paige Fisher, Laura Colagiovanni, Maxton Edgerly.
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Bay Village civic groups planning fun summer events
by MARY KAY WILSON

The Bay Village Community 
Council met on May 10 
to share news and notes 

about their upcoming activities. 
Here are some of the highlights. It’s 
going to be a busy summer in Bay!

Bay Village Community 
Theater has finalized their 2017 
Staged Reading Series. On May 
20 and 21 they will perform 
“The Twelve Pound Look” by 
JM Barrie. On July 15 and 16 
they will present excerpts from 
“Inherit the Wind.” Saturday 
performances are held at 2 p.m. 
at O’Neill Healthcare Bay Village 
and Sunday performances will 
be at Mojo’s Coffee at 6 p.m.

The Bay Village Educa-
tion Foundation announced 
that the 14th annual Tri-Bay Golf 
Classic will be held, on Friday, 
July 14, at Sweet Briar in Avon 
Lake. Proceeds support the Bay 
Alumni Foundation, the Bay Vil-
lage Education Foundation and 
the Bay Rockets Athletic Boost-
ers. The tournament is open to 
the public. Visit tribaygolf.com 
for more information.

 The Bay Village Historical 
Society’s 48th annual “Cahoon 
in June” fine crafts, collectibles 
and antiques event is Saturday, 
June 17, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., in 
Cahoon Memorial Park. Again 
this year, the Historical Society 
is partnering with other com-
munity organizations on “Desti-
nation Bay.” Transportation will 
run between venues. Admission 
to Cahoon in June is free. There 
will be a Civil War re-enact-
ment in the park, and a display 
of antique cars, and musical 
entertainment. Culinary arti-

sans from the Cleveland Culi-
nary Launch Kitchen will have a 
presence, selling their Northeast 
Ohio-made products. There will 
also be food concessions. Inter-
ested community groups are 
invited to set up tables free of 
charge. Contact Cynthia Eakin 
at 216-213-0312 to reserve a 
space.  Proceeds from this event 
support the Rose Hill Museum, 
the Reuben Osborn Learning 
Center and student scholar-
ships. Membership in the Bay 
Village Historical Society is open 
to anyone in the community 
interested in keeping history 
alive. Families are welcome. Call 
440-871-7338 for membership 
details.

The Bay Village Foun-
dation grants committee 
announced awards to these 
Bay Village organizations: the 
Bay Village Green Team, Village 
Project, Youth Challenge, Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center, 
Destination Bay and the Bay Vil-
lage Historical Society. Awards 
and checks will be distributed 
at the Memorial Day celebra-
tion at the Cahoon Park walking 
track immediately following the 
Memorial Day parade. 

The Bay Village Garden 
Club is in the process of plan-
ning spring plantings, includ-
ing an overhaul of the Cahoon 
Park Gazebo garden beds and 
the “Welcome to Bay Village” 
planters. 

The Bay Village Green 
Team is recruiting volunteers 
to work at Friday and Saturday 
Cleveland Indians home games 
at Progressive Field begin-
ning Memorial Day weekend. 
As a Green Team volunteer, 

you’ll collect recyclable bottles 
and cans from fans between 
innings. Volunteers help to pro-
mote recycling, reduce landfill 
waste, and raise money for the 
Bay Village Green Team. Please 
contact Jenny Hartzell for more 
information, jenny@bayvil-
lagegreenteam.org.

The Bay Village Kiwanis 
Club will hold its annual Aca-
demic Achievement Awards 
Night at Bay High School on 
Tuesday, May 30, 7 p.m. The club 
is providing $15,000 in scholar-
ships this year. Paul Koomar, 
Kiwanis member and mayor of 
Bay Village, will be the master 
of ceremonies.  Bay Days will be 
held Friday, June 30 to Tuesday, 
July 4 (closed on Sunday, July 2). 
More details to come.

The Bay Village League 
of Women Voters will welcome 
guest speaker Chris Glassburn 
from Project Govern to their 
Thursday, June 1, meeting at the 
Bay Village library. A short busi-
ness meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 
with the speaker following at 7:15. 
The topic will be gerrymandering. 
All are welcome to attend.

The Bay Village Library 
has a lot of great activities 
planned for the summer. High-
lights include the Summer 
Reading Game, Library Summer 
Camps and storytimes (start-
ing June 5). Pick up a Summer 
Program Guide at the branch or 
find a full listing of programs at 
cuyahogalibrary.org. The annual 
Ice Cream Social will be held on 
Wednesday, June 14, 6-8 p.m. 
Stop by for a free scoop (or two!) 
of Mitchell’s Ice Cream courtesy 
of the Friends of the Bay Village 
Library. And on June 17, the 

library will celebrate Destina-
tion Bay with Outback Ray per-
forming his exotic animal show 
at the library at 2:30 p.m. 

The Bay Village Men’s 
Club will be celebrating its 
centennial year with a catered 
steak dinner and dance at the 
Clifton Beach Club in July. All 
past and current members are 
encouraged to attend. They will 
be awarding two $1,000 schol-
arships at the Kiwanis awards 
ceremony on May 30. The 
recipients are Mikayla Nemeta 
and Christopher Gepperth. The 
last meeting of the 2016/2017 
season will be Thursday, June 
1, with a golf outing at Avon 
Oaks Country Club then a pig 
roast at the Bay Lodge. The two 
scholarship winners will also 
be honored that evening. The 
Bay Men’s Club is open to all 
area men. Meetings are the first 
Thursday of the month at the 
Bay Lodge. For more informa-
tion on membership or events, 
call 216-386-5997.

The Bay Village PTA Coun-
cil will hold its eighth annual 
“May in Bay” 5K walk/run and 
1K fun run on Saturday, May 27. 
Go to the race website for details, 
hermescleveland.com.

The Bay Village Women’s 
Club and Foundation will meet 
on Thursday, June 8, noon, in the 
Community Room at the Police 
Station for a “Pot-a-Plant” pot-
luck luncheon. Bring a salad or 
dessert for 10 and a pot or hang-
ing basket with dirt. After lunch, 
flowers will be provided 
for you to create your 
own beautiful planter 
to take home and enjoy. 
This event is free and is 

open to the public. Call Nancy 
at 440-334-7539 for more infor-
mation.

Lake Erie Nature & Sci-
ence Center has planned great 
summer events for kids and 
adults. They include: Telescope 
Evening, Bird Hike with West-
ern Cuyahoga Audubon Soci-
ety, Daddy & Me for fathers and 
their children ages 0–7, Busy 
Bees, Family Campout Night, 
Family Astronomy: Rocket, Live 
at the Telescope Night, Family 
Picnic Night and Perseid Meteor 
Shower Night. Go to www.
lensc.org for more details and 
activities. “Nature’s Night Out: 
A Benefit for Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center,” will be held 
Saturday, Aug. 26, at 6:30 p.m. 
Details will be announced soon.

The Village Bicycle Coop-
erative will participate in the 
BAYarts Community Bike Fair on 
Saturday, May 20, from 11:00 a.m.-
3:00 p.m. There will be bike crafts, 
light sets, giveaways, T-shirts and 
free safety checks. Donations of all 
types of bicycles and bike equip-
ment are always welcome.

The next meeting of the Bay 
Village Community Council will 
be at the Bay Village Library on 
Wednesday, Sept. 6, at 7 p.m. Rep-
resentatives from Bay Village’s 
nonprofit and civic groups are 
invited to attend to share ideas, 
event schedules and promote 
to their activities. If your group 
wants to join, please email Tara 
Wendell at tara@wbvobserver.
com for more information. 

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

by GREG SCHWERT

Boy, did it get scary on draft day! 
It was being reported that the 
Browns were going to select 

quarterback Mitchell Trubisky with the 
first pick in the draft and go against all 
of the advice I had provided to them in 
this paper. As that day went on, I was 
thinking of all of the failed first round 
picks and the obvious choices that were 
bypassed. Julio Jones and Khalil Mack 
readily come to mind.

It was a huge relief when the name 
of the consensus numero uno pick, 
Myles Garrett, was announced and not 
Trubisky. Do you realize that not one of 
the Browns’ six first-round picks from 
2011 through 2014 is on the team? These 
selections: Phil Taylor, Trent Richardson, 

Brandon Weeden, Barkevious Mingo, 
Justin Gilbert and Johnny Manziel 
should be making up the heart, if not the 
soul, of the team now, but they do not 
exist. Most fans believe that the Browns 
got this pick right by simply not screw-
ing it up.

As I wrote in a previous article, it is 
unfortunate that the Browns needed to 
treat last season as a “second expansion” 
year and use their high level pick to trade 
down and pick up draft capital for this 
year and next, while avoiding another 
potential Tim Couch debacle. That arti-
cle, along with the one from early April 
that had my draft ideas, has led me to 
believe that the Browns “brain trust” not 
only had been reading these articles but 
also took them to heart! They did almost 
everything I recommended, aside from 
letting CJ Beathard get away. However, it 
appears that at least one other team saw 
the same passing ability and accuracy 
that I did and drafted him in the third 
round; when the “draft experts” had him 
going in the seventh round or not being 
drafted at all.

The Browns did, however, select 
Myles Garrett and Jabrill Peppers, as I 
proposed. They didn’t panic and allowed 

quarterback DeShone Kizer fall to them 
at my “wildcard” pick in the second 
round. I recommended that they take 
a cornerback or defensive tackle in the 
third round and they “one-upped” me 
by taking a tackle in the third and the 
cornerback in the fourth round.

I had surmised they could select 
defensive players with four of their first 
five picks but still look for an opportunity 
to obtain another first round pick for next 
year. They did get that pick and came 
very close still, with four of their top six 
picks going to improve their defense. It is 
defense that wins championships. As for 
Kizer, I still hope that the Browns don’t let 
the media and the fans push them into 
making him their opening day quarter-
back ... UNLESS HE EARNS IT!

Obviously, I am happy with what 
the Browns did. Now, I am left to wonder 
how it is that I am not getting paid for 
showing them how to draft! Lastly, thanks 
to everyone that came out for the first 
round of the draft. It was great fun to 
be “high-fiving” everyone when Jabrill 
Peppers was selected. For the rest of the 
night I felt like EF Hutton in the old TV 
commercials – “When EF Hutton talks, 
people listen”! 

Be afraid:        
The Browns 
listened to me

by DIANNE BOROWSKI

We walk the world, alone
Afraid, wanting someone
Or something to fill
our lives.

But the emptiness persists.
We grab, we cling in
An attempt to
Feel alive.

The more we possess,
Be they people or things,
The bigger the void grows,
Our emptiness sings

A song of pain
As we consume again
And again for nothing changes,
The ache remains.

Perhaps, if I reach out and
Share, show someone
I care, the pain
Will ease.

Please, what is the
Answer for I can
No longer endure
This journey alone.

Then, somewhere in the
Distance a light shines through
The darkness bringing hope
To this weary traveler.

Finding Hope
POETRY

READER’S OPINION
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by TERRI BREWER

The first in a quarterly series of 
community talks called “Unity 
Responds by Listening, Asking 

Questions and Taking Action” at Unity 
Spiritual Center in Westlake was held on 
Human Trafficking May 11. The next one, 
to be held on Aug. 10 at 7:00 p.m., is on 
Body Positivity, which ties in to the low 
self-esteem felt by people who have been 
or are in the midst of being trafficked.

Even in affluent suburbs like West-
lake and Bay Village, human trafficking is 
sometimes happening right in front of us 
without our awareness. Joan Clark, chair 
of the West Shore Allies Against Human 
Trafficking and Lois Krebs of Cleveland 
Swedenborg Chapel told the crowd at 
Unity that human trafficking is essentially 
modern-day slavery. In addition to provid-
ing ample evidence of the trafficking that 
is ongoing in Ohio and across the world, 
they outlined many things that individuals 
can do to help.

People simply need to accept the real-
ity that it is happening and care enough 
about other human beings, especially 
the young and vulnerable, to take simple 
actions. They said that no one needs to be 
concerned that they will be drawn into 
a difficult situation just for reporting a 

concern to the authorities about a person 
who might be held against their wishes. 
The hotlines and resource centers simply 
need leads and they will take it from there.

In recent years, drug dealers have 
been transitioning into selling humans 
rather than drugs because a drug can only 
be sold once, but a human can be sold over 
and over in one day. Traffickers can main-
tain total control over people, who might 
be restaurant employees working in the 
back, hotel maids, construction workers, 
gardeners, juveniles or immigrants. Often 
illegal immigrants are brought by a traf-
ficker to a place where they can’t speak the 
language and don’t even know where they 
are, just so the trafficker can make them 
do whatever he wants. The traffickers use 
drug addiction and other inhumane meth-
ods to keep people psychologically and 
physically under their control.

Unity will be happy to email informa-
tion on how anyone can join in the fight by 
calling the office during business hours at 
440-835-0400 or leaving an email address 
on the voicemail. Our website, unityspiri-
tualcenter.com, also has information. The 
National Human Trafficking Resource 
Center hotline is 1-888-373-7888. More 
information is also available from the Col-
laborative to End Human Trafficking at 
collaborativeinitiative.org. 

BIKES & OUTDOOR
FESTIVALBody, Soul and Art

New FREE Event!

Saturday, May 20th 11am - 3pm
Bike and Outdoor Gear, Wellness and Services, Vendors,            
                                            Live Music, Food & Libations
                                                 Ride your bike or free    
                                                    parking on grass at the   
                                                      BAYarts campus.

   Village Bicycle Coop,
     Cleveland Metroparks,
       Lake Erie Nature & 
        Science Center...and  
           much more!

                 Details at
                     BAYarts.net
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by JIM BEDELL

We are now accepting appli-
cations for the 2017 West-
lake in Bloom! We hope 

that you will consider celebrating the 
beautiful gardens and landscapes of 
Westlake by entering your home or 
business in this annual competition. 
Westlake in Bloom is our chance to 
say thank you to the individuals who 
help beautify our city.

Entry forms are available at 
Westlake City Hall, Community 
Services Center, Recreation Center, 
Porter Library, Cahoon Nursery, 
Dean’s Greenhouse, Gale’s Westlake 

Garden Center and online at www.
cityofwestlake.org/588/Westlake-
in-Bloom.

The deadline for entering is 
Friday, June 30, at 5 p.m., with 
judging in July. There is no fee and 
everyone who enters will receive 
an invitation to the Westlake in 
Bloom Reception and Awards Cer-
emony, on Wednesday, August 9, at 
LaCentre where the winners will be 
announced.

So, put a reminder on your cal-
endar to pick up an entry form and 
make sure to get it to City Hall by the 
deadline date. 

Happy gardening! 

Westlake in Bloom entry deadline is June 30

Robert McCormick and Richard Lindsley’s landscaping placed first in the Patio 
and Abutting Garden category in last year’s Westlake in Bloom competition.
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by TAK SATO

I always preferred a manual trans-
mission in my cars and not because 
there was a premium price for auto-

matic transmission. I can’t even supply a 
coherent reason backing my preference, 
other than the simple love of cars, driv-
ing them and the control [I think] I have 
when selecting my own gear instead of 
the car selecting for me. I believe they 
label people like me “gearheads” or “pis-
tonheads”; that’s “petrolheads” for folks 
across the pond, I’m told.

Due to my love of driving, I didn’t care 
too much about the early developments 
in autonomous, aka self-driving, cars 
either. Sure, being a self-professed geek 
at heart, I skimmed through articles about 
Google’s and Tesla’s efforts as they had 
entertainment value for me. As a strate-
gist, I was keenly aware of the business 
strategy Tesla deployed in bringing their 
electric cars to market.

Just like the accelerated market pen-
etration of drones caught many by sur-
prise, so much so that Federal Aviation 
Administration had to step in and man-
date registration of drones, my interest 
in autonomous cars suddenly increased 
as Tesla announced that they were testing 
autonomous driving algorithms in some 
of their cars already on the road. Yes, Tesla 
has been equipping their recent cars with 
hardware necessary for autonomous 
driving, making their existing cars self-

driving-capable with a software upgrade 
when ready.

Wow, doesn’t that make the car like 
a computer where you have the capable 
hardware in the hands of the consumers 
and they can upgrade the software, aka 
the operating system in this analogy, from 
Windows 7 to Windows 10? I digress ...

Frankly, the reason for my increased 
interest in autonomous cars is not 
because I warmed up to the idea of my 
car driving itself. Nope, my “stick shift 
for life!” proclamation has not faltered. 
Rather, it is because I see a lot of utility 
in self-driving cars when it comes to the 
senior demographic.

Often a touchy subject, many of my 
friends and even myself have had to deal 
with telling our aging parents and/or 
loved ones to give up their driving privi-
leges due to safety concerns. Then comes 
the need to come up with a replacement 
mode of transportation as Grandpa still 
wants to go to the 10 a.m. bridge club at 
the senior center. Only one problem: you 
work during the day (or you are 6,000 
miles away from home, like me). Or a 
similar dilemma, how’s Grandpa going 
to get to his doctor’s appointment?

Imagine a “certified safe” self-driving 
algorithm in every car that can be initi-
ated on-demand. Grandpa still has his 
freedom to go anywhere he pleases on his 
own terms by turning on the self-driving. 
You, on the other hand, can keep it off 
until you need to use it, like when you 
had too much to drink at a party or you 
suddenly feel too sleepy to stay drive. This 
is another case of technology being a tool; 
how one uses the technology is what cre-
ates value. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Stick shift for life!
Human trafficking is closer than you think
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Expert Cabinet  
Refinishing

Neubert Painting gives you unlimited 
color and finishing options to create 
a whole new look for your kitchen — 
and at a fraction of the price of new 
cabinets. Refinishing cabinets is not 
just painting cabinets! Most painters 
paint cabinets with a brush and roller. 
Our expert painters prepare and refin-
ish your cabinets with high quality 
coatings that are used in cabinet 
manufacturing. Our sprayed finishes 
are able to give you a “factory finish 
look” at fantastic savings. 

   A F T E R

cAll now To schEdulE An EsTimATE: 216-529-0360 oR 800-545-1285 • nEubERTpAinTing.com

   b E F o R E9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
June 24 * July 15 

Aug. 15 * Sept. 23
North Olmsted Community Park

28114 Lorain Road
Antiques • Jewelry • Food Trucks 

Home Decor • Art • Vintage Clothing 
Music • Kids Activities & More

Charity Raffle/Food Bank Donations

@ WestsideFlea
In partnership with the North Olmsted Arts Commission

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. 
in Cleveland, Ohio

by DAN CRAVEN

ST. ED’S TOURNAMENT DRAMA
Team tournaments once again 

provided season highlights for the 
Westlake Demons tennis team. The 
Demons once again were invited to 
do battle with seven of the region’s top 
tennis powers in the all-day St. Edward 
invitational on April 9. All nine varsity 
members played and won at least one 
match.

In one of the best match-ups of 
elite players in Ohio, the Demons’ Aris 
Jhaveri treated the throng of appre-
ciative onlookers to a dramatic battle 
against St. Ignatius first singles player 
Josh Hsia – falling to the eventual 
champion in a third-set tiebreaker by 
a score of 11-9.

As the day wore on it became 
evident that Westlake would have a 
chance at an unexpected second-
place finish – but after its second 
doubles team of Leah Chobin and 
Darin O’Meara fell in the finals, it 
would need victories in its final two 
matches to get past Perrysburg.

The pressure was on Amin 
Boukzam, who stepped in at 3rd 
singles to try and win a fifth-place 
match for the Demons. He raced to 
a 6-1 advantage before his opponent 
found the range and closed the gap 
to 6-5 and then 7-6. Amin regrouped 
and blasted several service winners 
to close out the victory, 8-6, for the 
Demons.

The final piece of the puzzle 
now became the third-place match 
against Perrysburg for the Demons’ 
first doubles tandem of Avi Kirpekar 
and Eddie Schartman, who had lost 
the heartbreaking third set in the 
season opener against Copley. The 
teams split the first two sets and the 
tension went through the roof for 
the third-set tiebreaker. This time 
there would not be a let-down as 
Avi and Eddie raised the roof with 
one bomb after another and pulled 
out the tiebreaker victory in con-
vincing fashion to seal the second-
place team championship for the 
Demons.

CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT 
SHOWDOWN

After Avon Lake ground out a 
marathon 3-2 match victory over 
Westlake in early April, ending the 
Demons’ 10-year undefeated con-
ference streak, the Shoremen nett-
ers proved the victory was no fluke. 
The Shoremen stormed through the 
remaining Southwestern Conference 
schedule undefeated and entered the 
SWC tournament as the favorites.

All nine SWC teams contributed 
some great play to the action but the 
Demons stepped up to make the finals 
at five positions and the Shoremen 
placed finalists into four positions, 
setting up another showdown to see 
which school would emerge with the 
team championship.

The third singles final was the 
first final to be played, pitting Darin 
O’Meara of Westlake against Chris 
Bailey of Avon Lake. The tension was 
high as players and fans from both 
teams focused on a match that would 
clearly put one team in the driver’s 
seat. After a close 3-all beginning to 
the first set, O’Meara turned up the 
intensity and played nearly flawless 
tennis the rest of the way to avenge 
his early season loss to Bailey of Avon 
Lake and claim the SWC title at third 
singles, 6-3, 6-2.

The momentum from the early 
win propelled the Demons in the four 
other finals played 48 hours later. At first 
singles, Aris Jhaveri and Miller Buchholz 
of Berea Midpark put on an incredibly 
entertaining display of elite-level tennis. 
With pulverizing groundstrokes, the 
intensity and focus of Jhaveri led him 
to a conclusive 6-0, 6-0 victory. In the 
second singles final, Sean Padden of 
Westlake combined dominating serves 
with consistent baseline play to over-
whelm Aidan Shoop of Avon Lake for 
the championship, 6-1, 6-0.

At first doubles Avi Kirpeckar and 
Leah Choban were in perfect synchro-
ny for the Demons and methodically 
vanquished the top-seeded Avon Lake 
team of Goetz and Lendal, 6-2, 6-1.

At second doubles, veteran Eddie 
Shartman had all weapons firing as he 
teamed with Kyle Zuricky to complete 
the Demons’ sweep of all five finals, 
6-3, 6-2, and win the SWC Tourna-
ment team championship.

The outcome left Demons coach 
Saumil Jhaveri feeling supremely con-
fident in his players heading into the 
upcoming sectional tournament. 

Demons tennis 
season blitz 
continues

by LYSA STANTON

The Westlake Historical Society is 
preparing to present our very pop-
ular Evergreen Cemetery Walk. It 

will be held this year on Saturday, May 
20, 1-3 p.m.

Join historical past residents of our 
community, portrayed by historical soci-
ety members and volunteers, as they help 
the cemetery to come alive! The tour will 
begin at 1 p.m. under the Evergreen Arch 
with the laying of a wreath at the entrance 
to the cemetery. It will end at the 200-year-
old Moses Cleveland Tree in the back of 
the cemetery with refreshments. There is 
no cost for this community event, but your 
donations do help to continue the work of 

the Westlake Historical Society.
Join us as we re-enact early Dover 

Township citizens during the living history 
tour. Along the way, you will meet Leverett 
Johnson, who is considered the first settler 
of Westlake. In 1814, Johnson built a log 
cabin at Porter and Center Ridge roads for 
himself and wife, Abigail. It is fitting that 
they are buried at Evergreen, since they 
originally donated the land.

Also on the tour is Leonard Porter, 
who donated  his personal collection of 
books and funds to establish what we 
know today as Westlake Porter Public 
Library. The tour also features Walter 
Clague, whose family homestead was 
deeded to the community in 1926, Jede-
diah Crocker and of other prominent past 
citizens. The cemetery tour is a wonderful 
way to honor those who have gone before 
us and learn about the part they played in 
our rich history.

Evergreen Cemetery is located at 
29535 Center Ridge Road. Parking is avail-
able in the soccer field parking lot just east 
of the cemetery. For more information 
please contact the Westlake Historical 
Society at 216-848-0680. 

Popular Evergreen 
Cemetery tour 
returns on May 20

WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

by MEL MAURER

Greetings to all my 
friends in Dover 
– oops, Westlake 

– from the Great Beyond. 
As great as the Beyond 
is – and it is, except for 
golf since everyone 
always gets holes in one 
– I always look forward to 
getting back to my home 
town every year for the 
Westlake Historical Soci-
ety’s Evergreen Cemetery 
Walk.

I enjoy coming back, 
meeting with some of my 
former neighbors and 
fellow founding families 
above ground and meeting 
with the good folks who live 
in Westlake now. Someone 
once said, “It’s hard to know 
where you are if you don’t 
know where you’ve been.” 
That’s what history is all 
about – letting people know 
where their families have 
been, letting people know 
where their country has 

been and letting people 
know where the area they 
live in came to be and how 
it advanced.

Little did I ever imagine 
all those years ago, when I 
left that $1,000 and my 
collection of books to help 
start a library, that it would 
someday become the world 
class library it is today – I’m 
proud that it bears my 
name. How all that hap-
pened is a story I love telling 
on the cemetery walk. No, I 
don’t haunt the library, but I 
do like to read its books and 

I may even offer 
a quiet sug-

gestion in 
your ear as 
you walk 
its aisles.

Ever-
g r e e n 
Cemetery is 

land donat-
ed by Leverett 

Johnson and his 
wife, Abigail. They 
are the first settlers 

of Westlake and theirs was 
the first marriage in what 
was then Dover. Jed Crocker 
and his family didn’t donate 
the land that is now Crocker 
Park but that is where they 
had their farm. Jed often 
tells me how he loves to 
walk the streets of Crocker 
Park, proud of all that is 
there. The Johnson, Crocker 
and Porter stories are just a 
few of the founding stories 
of Westlake.

We look forward to 
seeing you May 20 at 1 p.m. 
at Evergreen Cemetery. 

The return of Leonard Porter

Advertise in the 
Observer. 

It’s more than 
an ad ... 

it’s civic support!

Mel Maurer will share the stories of 
Westlake pioneer Leonard Porter.
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The three faces of Cleve(land)
SPORTING VIEWS

by ELAINE WILLIS

Tuesday, May 16 (7-7:30 p.m.) BED-
TIME STORIES: RHYME TIME – Put on 
your pajamas and join Mrs. K as we get 
a little silly with rhymes then relax with 
quiet stories, songs, fingerplays and 
other activities to help us get ready for 
bedtime. Ages 4-6. Siblings welcome.

Wednesdays, May 17 and 31 (10:15 & 
11 a.m.) LET’S SING AND DANCE! – 
Sing and move to the music with Miss 
Nancy! For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. Please arrive early to receive 
a ticket.

Wednesdays, May 17, 24 and 31 
(4-5:30 p.m.) and Thursdays, May 
18 and 25 (6:30-8 p.m.) BOW WOW 
BOOKS – Stop by the Youth Services 
Department and sign your child up for 
a 10-minute reading time with a reading 
therapy dog! Bring your own book or 
choose one of ours. Registration begins 
each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and each 
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Thursday, May 18 (noon-1:30 p.m.) 
SMALL BUSINE$$ LUNCH & LEARN: 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT FOR 
YOUR SMALL BUSINESS – Learn how 
to calculate your start-up costs, create a 
cash flow projection, and manage your 
business funds. Please register.

Thursday, May 18 (6:30 p.m.) and 
Friday, May 19 (11 a.m.) TEACH ME 
TO PLAY – Designed for children 
ages 3-6 who need help with com-
munication and social skills. Join us 
for a play-based program designed to 
model and teach families strategies 
to improve their child’s social interac-
tions, facilitate communication and 
manage behavior in a positive way. 
Register at connectingforkids.org or 
by phone: 440-250-5563.

Friday, May 19 (1-3:30 p.m.) FANTAS-
TIC FRIDAYS – Fantastic Fridays are great 
days for homeschoolers! Every month 
we’ll explore a new topic with related 
activities. Ages 6-12. Please register.

Saturday, May 20 (10:30-11 a.m.) 
MOTHER GOOSE ON THE LOOSE! 
– An interactive storytime featuring 
simple books, rhymes, songs and move-
ment. For ages birth-3 with an adult 
caregiver.

Saturday, May 20 (4-5 p.m.) FULL 
STEAM AHEAD – STEAM = Science 
& Technology interpreted through 
Engineering & the Arts, all based in 
Mathematical elements. This month: 
Students in grades 3 and 4 will learn 
all about plants and participate in 
hands-on projects involving plants. 
Please register.

Monday, May 22 (1-7 p.m.) AMERI-
CAN RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE

Monday, May 22 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We 
have computers, video games, board 
games, snacks and more! For grades 
7-12 only.

Tuesday, May 23 (10 a.m.-noon) 
CAREER TRANSITION CENTER: 

SETTING UP A LINKEDIN PROFILE – 
Learn techniques for setting up a great 
LinkedIn profile. Use LinkedIn to meet 
people who can assist your search and 
find companies that are hiring. Bring a 
flash drive with your resume in a Word 
document. A reservation is required to 
secure your seat at a computer; other-
wise, bring your laptop or tablet.

Wednesday, May 24 (2 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK 
DISCUSSION – The May selection is 
“The Three Year Swim Club: The Untold 
Story of Maui’s Sugar Ditch Kids and 
their Quest for Olympic Glory” by Julie 
Checkoway.

Thursday, May 25 (7-8 p.m.) ALTER-
NATIVES TO CABLE TV – This pro-
gram will help you sort through the 
wide variety of viewing alternatives 
to traditional cable and satellite ser-
vice. Learn about digital media play-
ers, streaming services and additional 
options. Please register.

Friday, May 26 (10-10:45 a.m.) COME 
PLAY WITH ME! – Open playtime with 
age-appropriate toys. For children ages 
2-5 with a caring adult. Siblings wel-
come! Registration begins May 19.

Friday, May 26 (10 a.m.-noon) FIBER 
FANATICS – A time for needlecrafters 
to share, solve problems, and show off.

Saturday, May 27 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) 
ADAPTED STORYTIME – This 30 
minute storytime, followed by time for 
socialization, is designed for children 
who may not be successful in a typical 
storytime experience. Content is geared 
toward ages 3-7, but all ages are wel-
come. Siblings may also attend, but 
must register separately. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Saturday, May 27 (3:30-4 p.m.) 
FAMILY STORYTIME – An interac-
tive family storytime featuring books, 
rhymes, songs, movement and a small 
craft. For families with children ages 2-6 
and their siblings.

Sunday, May 28 and Monday, May 29 
– LIBRARY CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE 
OF MEMORIAL DAY

Tuesday, May 30 (10 a.m.-noon) 
LINKEDIN FOR JOB SEARCH – People 
in almost all fields need to have a Linke-
dIn profile to be considered for an inter-
view. Learn techniques to better utilize 
this growing social media tool.

Tuesday, May 30 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
CLEVELAND IN WORLD WAR II – 
James Banks is director of Crile Archives 
and author of “Cleveland in World War 
II.” Through interviews and archival 
material, he and Brian Albrecht honor 
a time when Clevelanders of all stripes 
answered the call to arms, both overseas 
and on the homefront. Please register.

Wednesday, May 31 (10–11 a.m.) 
INTERNET SAFETY: SHARING INFOR-
MATION ONLINE – Tips and best prac-
tices for sharing information and stay-
ing safe online. Please register.

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.evanced.info or 
call 440-871-2600.  

Upcoming events                          
at Westlake Porter Public Library

by TARA MCGUINNESS

As we head into summer, don’t forget 
to sign up for Cuyahoga County Public 
Library’s summer reading program, 
“Build a Better World,” which officially 
begins on Saturday, June 3, and runs 
through Saturday, Aug. 5. Register at 
cuyahogalibrary.org or stop by the 
Bay Village branch and register with 
a librarian.

Our summer program guide has 
arrived. Check out our list of events for 
children and adults through August.

The library will be closed Saturday, May 
27, through Monday, May 29, in obser-
vance of Memorial Day.

ADULTS
Friday, June 2 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS 
BOOK DISCUSSION – Join us for this 
monthly book discussion on the BAY-
arts campus on the porch of the Fuller 
House. Copies of this months book, “Hot 
Milk” by Deborah Levy, is available at 
the library and BAYarts. No registration 
required.

Saturday, June 3 (1 p.m.) OUR EVOLV-

ING UNIVERSE – From the seven newly 
identified exoplanets to the most recent 
photographs of Pluto’s surface, Jay Reyn-
olds, research astronomer at Cleveland 
State University and co-host of WKYC’s 
“In the Sky” segment, shares the latest 
updates of our solar system and beyond.

Monday, June 5 (1:30 p.m.) COLORING 
FOR CALMNESS – Drop in and experi-
ence the latest trend in relaxation: adult 
coloring books! Studies show coloring can 
have a calming effect on the adult mind 
and help to promote overall wellness. Col-
oring pages from books designed espe-
cially for adults as well as colored pencils, 
pens and markers will be provided. We’ll 
color to some relaxing music.

Saturday, June 10 (1 p.m.) BOOK 
FOLDING: MAKE A HEART – Come 
learn how to turn the pages of a book 
into a three-dimensional piece of art! 
Materials will be provided

Please register to attend the programs 
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 
440-871-6392, or stop in to the library 
at 502 Cahoon Road and register with 
a librarian. 

Upcoming programs                                  
at Bay Village Branch Library

by JEFF BING

I was thinking about the owners 
of our three major sports teams 
recently, and how the perception 

of at least two of the ownership groups 
has changed significantly over the past 
year or so – at least from my perspec-
tive. The third was never all that good 
to begin with and remains that way five 
years later.

Let’s begin with the most obvious 
of the three: Larry and Paul Dolan, the 
father-son team who own a major-
ity interest in the Cleveland Indians. 
Anyone out there who has read my 
column for any length of time certainly 
knows I’ve spent a great quantity of ink 
bashing the Dolans over the fiscally-
cautious manner with which they’ve 
run the Tribe for the better part of the 
last two decades. In fact, I think I can 
attribute the nasty case of carpal tunnel 
syndrome I’ve acquired largely to the 
columns I’ve written about those guys 
over the years.

Granted, it’s true that they recent-
ly sold a small share of the team to a 
minority partner, allowing you to make 
the argument that they still aren’t part-
ing with any of their own dollars. But 
honestly, who cares? They paid quite 
a bit (by their standards) for the ser-
vices of Andrew Miller, and quite a bit 
more (by anyone’s standards) for Edwin 
Encarnacion. Suddenly, they’re not 
regarded as “cheapskates” anymore by 
most folk, and that includes me. Subject 
to change, of course.

Next, we move to the Browns. Years 
ago, I remember telling anyone who 
would listen (which was pretty much 
limited to the picture of Leslie Nielsen 
which hangs on the wall above my 

computer screen) that anybody would 
be better as owner of the Cleveland 
Browns than Randy Lerner. A-N-Y-B-
O-D-Y. Never thought I’d have to eat 
those words.

Sure enough, my prayers for a new 
owner were answered in 2012 when 
Jimmy Haslam bought the Browns after 
five years as a minority investor with 
the hated Pittsburgh Steelers. His expe-
rience with the Steelers would benefit 
the Browns in many ways, right? Well, 
I don’t know if the Rooneys imposed 
a Vulcan mind-meld on Haslam right 
before he left for Cleveland, but what-
ever the witchcraft employed, it worked.

Haslam has succeeded in turning 
a bad franchise into an awful one. I 
never thought I’d miss 5-11 football, 
but somehow Jimmy’s convinced me 
5-11 is not all that bad. Because … 1-15? 
Now that’s bad. Come back, Randy, we 
hardly knew ye.

That leaves us with Dan Gilbert, 
owner of the Cavs. I’m fairly indiffer-
ent about Gilbert as an owner, because 
without LeBron James, the franchise 
– under Gilbert’s direction – has been 
horrible. With James, it’s been tremen-
dous. Some people maintain Gilbert 
has been great for the city of Cleveland, 
but I’m not quite sure where that comes 
from (outside of being the owner of the 
reigning NBA champions, of course).

It seems to me he’s gotten quite 
a bit back in exchange for all that he’s 
supposedly put in. If you take the stance 
that his mortgage company’s practices 
reflect Gilbert’s overall business phi-
losophy, then you need question his 
primary objectives in this city. Time will 
tell if he’s truly a do-gooder or in reality 
a carpetbagger. You can probably guess 
in which direction I’m leaning. 
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

POWER WASHING COMPANY

Call Now to SChedule: 

2 1 6 - 2 6 7 - W A S H  ( 9 2 7 4 )

•exterior home  
   washing
•driveway & 
   concrete washing
•Roof cleaning

•Fence & deck 
    cleaning
•Brick cleaning 
•Shed & gazebo 
    cleaning

NORTHEAST OHIO’S
LEADING POWER 
WASH COMPANY

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

MB Professional Painting  
Interior, Exterior Painting and Power Wash.
We do commercial and residential painting. 
We also paint decks.
Clean, fast and professional.

Call today for a Free Estimate 440-429-2145

Wednesdays, May 17 and 24, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
SWEETARTS CAFE
A socialization and arts experience for those with 
memory loss/dementia and their care partners. It 
begins with lunch, either brown bag or ordered 
ahead of time from D’Italia Foods or Panera (fee), 
and is followed by an arts, music, storytelling or 
dance activity. No cost. Pre-register and/or order 
lunch at 440-414-0434, ext. 2. 
The Carolyn L. Farrell Foundation Studio, 26040 
Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake

Wednesday, May 17, 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
Have you ever wished you could arrange flowers 
like a pro? At the next meeting of the Westlake 
Garden Club certified floral designer and Westlake 
Garden Club member Carolyn Steigman will give 
a demonstration on the techniques and tricks 
of the trade that will enable anyone to create a 
beautiful table top flower arrangement. The event 
will start with a business meeting at 11 a.m. with a 
luncheon at noon and the program to follow at 1 
p.m. Free and open to all; no reservations required. 
For information call 440 665-5463.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, May 17, 6 p.m.
EVENING BIRD HIKE
Grab your binoculars and head out on a relaxing 
evening bird hike through the woods and fields of 
Huntington Reservation. Members of the Western 
Cuyahoga Audubon Society will be our guides 
along with wildlife expert Tim Jasinski as we head 
toward the lake to look for warblers and other 
migrants. For adults. Free.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Wednesday, May 17, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY,  CUYAHOGA 
WEST CHAPTER
Barbara Popovich, director of the Cleveland 

Chapter of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society, will 
present "Carpatho-Rusyns:  Where They Came 
From and Where They Settled." Social time is 
at 6:30; program begins at 7 p.m. The public is 
invited to attend, free of charge.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursdays, May 18 and June 1, 7-8:30 p.m.
WESTLAKE TOASTMASTERS
Learn to overcome your fears of speaking, 
develop better speaking and presentation skills, 
think quickly and clearly on your feet, build strong 
leadership and mentoring skills, and open doors 
in your personal and professional life. Contact: 
Mary Anne, 216-374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Monday, May 22, 11:30 a.m.
FILING IN THE BLANKS: A LOOK AT GROUND 
COVERS
Ground cover plants do more than just cover 
ground. Chris Harris, of the Cuyahoga County 
Extension Services, will discuss the planting and 
uses of ground covers to help improve the look 
of your landscape. All interested gardeners are 
welcome. Luncheon served at 11:30, there is a 
$5 fee for guests. Please make reservations at 
bayvillagegardenclub.com or call Sharen at 440-
871-9098.
Bay United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall, 
29931 Lake Rd.

Tuesdays, May 23 and 30, 3-5 p.m.
FORGET-ME-NOT CAFE
Free arts enrichment and socialization cafe to 
engage individuals affected by memory loss/
dementia and their care partner (spouse, child, 
caregiver). Each session will include either music, 
dance, poetry, song or TimeSlips storytelling. Pre-
register by calling 440-414-0434, ext. 2.  
The Carolyn L. Farrell Foundation Studio, 26040 
Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake

Saturday, May 27, 7:30 a.m.
MAY IN BAY 5K
The eighth annual May in Bay 5K Run/Walk 
and 1-Mile Fun Run starts with registration 
packet pick-up at 7:30 a.m. The fun run begins 
at 8:30 a.m. and 5K run/walk begins at 9 a.m. 
Pre-registration for participants aged 11 or 
older is $20; registration for children aged 10 
and under is $10. A short-sleeved t-shirt, post-
race refreshments, raffle prizes and hot dogs 
from the Rocket Grill will be provided. More 
information and registration forms can be found 
at hermescleveland.com.
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.

Sunday, May 28, 12:30-4 p.m.
NORWEGIAN ANNUAL CONSTITUTION DAY 
CELEBRATION 
Potluck buffet served at 1 p.m. Hot dogs, paper 
supplies, beverages furnished. No fee; bring a 
food donation to serve 10. Parking in front, rear 
lots or library lot. Reservation required by May 
21, call 216-767-5699. Luncheon, music and 
friendship offered at no cost.
Gemini Center, 21225 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park

Monday, May 29, 8:45 a.m.
BAY VILLAGE MEMORIAL DAY PARADE     
AND CEREMONY
Starting from Huntington Park at 8:45 a.m., the 
parade will march to Lakeside Cemetery for 
an observance. The parade will then continue 
down Lake Road, finishing in Cahoon Park for 
ceremonies. 
Lake Road, Huntington Park to Cahoon Park

Monday, May 29, 10 a.m.
WESTLAKE MEMORIAL DAY PARADE         
AND SERVICES
The parade travels down Hilliard Boulevard and 
finishes in Clague Park for memorial services 
honoring those civilians and military who 
sacrificed so much to protect and keep this 

country free. Call Rick Grane at 440-829-0974 or 
Russ Milan at 440-777-2720 for more information.
Hilliard Boulevard, Sts. Peter and George Church to 
Clague Park

Monday, May 29, 10:30 a.m.
BAY VILLAGE FOUNDATION BRONZE 
PLAQUE CEREMONY 
The Bay Village Foundation will host its annual 
ceremony to install and dedicate permanent 
bronze plaques honoring Bay residents. The 
Foundation will also announce the winners of 
scholarships and will award community grants 
during the program. The public is invited.
Cahoon Memorial Park, north of Lake Road

Wednesday, May 31, 11 a.m.
BAY VILLAGE STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS
Come hear Mayor Paul Koomar as he summarizes 
the financial standing of the city, as well as 
highlight major projects and progress of each of 
the City's departments. There will also be time to 
answer any questions that you may have. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to hear first-hand what is 
going on in Bay Village. RSVP 440-835-6565.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane

Sunday, June 4, 7 p.m.
COME LIFT YOUR VOICE
The Rocky River Community Chorus and the 
Rocky River Community Band will perform their 
spring concert followed by a reception. Free. 
Wheelchair accessible.
Rocky River Senior Center, 21014 Hilliard Blvd.

Wednesday, June 7, 1-2:30 p.m.
FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH ASSISTANCE
Members of the Cuyahoga West Chapter of the 
Ohio Genealogical Society will offer free family 
history research assistance to the public. If you 
have data recorded to pedigree and/or family 
group sheets, please bring these forms with you.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

by ELIZABETH MILLI

The Bay Village Foundation held 
their annual meeting on May 4 
at Bay Village City Hall. Elected 

as officers for the 2017-2018 fiscal year 
were Al Paulus, president; Rich Veres, 
vice president; Maryann O’Reilly, sec-
retary; and Steve Ruscher, treasurer. 
Evelyn Allen and Wayne Reese were 
elected as executive committee mem-
bers at large. The Foundation also 

welcomed three new board members: 
Fr. Tim Gareau of St. Raphael Catholic 
Church, Dr. Thomas Kelly and Elizabeth 
Milli, while honoring three departing 
members: Ellie Bricmont, Tom Hender-
son and Steve Lee.

The Bay Village Foundation has two 
exciting events coming up:

• A Waterways Clean-up Day on 
Saturday, May 27, chaired by Mike 
Romanchek and the Foundation’s stu-
dent trustees, Chris Eifert, Katherine 

Finley, Jack Lee and Maggie Williams. 
All volunteers are welcome to meet at 
the Bay Middle School cafeteria to sign 
in before 11:00 a.m. The Foundation will 
provide lunch for the volunteers at the 
Middle School at 1:00 p.m. 

•  The annual Memorial Day dedica-
tion planned for May 29 to commence at 
approximately 10:30 a.m. near the Cahoon 
Park walking trail. The Foundation will 
honor, with a bronze plaque permanently 
installed on the T. Richard Martin foot-
bridge, Herman and Joyce Bredenbeck, 
Edward Matthews, Robert Thomas and the 

Hawthorn family for their love of family, 
friends and the Bay Village community. 

All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend these events. Board President 
Al Paulus said, “The Bay Village Foun-
dation plays an important role in our 
community, organizing a number of its 
own activities and also helping to fund a 
number of projects of other not-for-profit 
organizations that benefit Bay Village. We 
are holding several events this month, 
and are looking forward to participation 
from adults, teens, and children from 
throughout the community.” 

Bay Village Foundation plans active month


